
 

North Star Scouting is Growing! - 

Congratulations to all of Scouting in 

the North Star District.  2009 

Scouting membership grew for the 1st 

time in quite some time.  Everyone 

associated with North Star Scouting 

helped contribute.  Thank you for 

your service and let’s do it again! 
 

Welcome New Units! - North Star 

has two new Venture Crews and one 

new Cub Scout Pack!  Crew 1 and 

Crew 25 both signed up in December.  

Crew 1 is at Woodland Hills and 

Crew 25 is the Alpha Phi Omega 

fraternity at UMD.   Pack 167 is in 

Grand Marais and started in 

December.  It has completely 

restructured itself with a new group 

of energized leaders.   
 

Rechartering - On-time recharter is 

the first step towards being a Quality 

Unit.  All Unit recharter packets are 

due in January.  Make sure to get all 

applications signed.  If you need any 

assistance, please contact Jason at 

jayoung@bsamail.org   
 

Spring Popcorn - This is a great 

opportunity to earn money for your 

upcoming adventures!  Sale runs 

from April 8th-April 30th.  Show and 

Deliver/Show and Sell popcorn will 

be available in limited quantities.  

Register online at www.vac-bsa.org, 

at the Scouting Conference, at 

Roundtable, or contact Jason at 

jayoung@bsamail.org now! 

Cub Scout Activities 
Ice Fishing Derby 

The ice fishing derby was a success.  We 

had close to 130 Scouts outdoors enjoying 

a great day of fishing.  Many fish were 

caught.  Thanks to Scott Van Valkenburg, 

Troop 84 and Fisherman’s Corner, and 

Phil Mannen for chairing this event! 
 

District Pinewood Derby 

Saturday, March 27th is our District 

Pinewood Derby.  Sign up at 

www.vac-bsa.org 

Day Camp 

Sign up for day camp!  North Star 

dates include Wednesday June 23rd 

and Thursday June 24th or Saturday 

July 24th and Sunday July 25th.  Both 

Day Camps will be at Camp Horace 

Johnson.  This year’s theme is 

“Celebrating the Adventure”. 
 

Boy Scout Activities 

2010 Klondike Derby Coming Up 

The North Star and Great Bear 

Klondike Derby is coming up on 

Saturday February 27th at the 

C l o q u e t  F o r e s t r y  C e n t e r .  

Registration online at www.vac-

bsa.org 

1st Aid Merit Badge Coming Up 

Stay tuned to www.vac-bsa.org for 

registration materials.  This course is 

limited to the first 20 Boy Scouts. 

Friends of Scouting – Words to 

Live By - Make sure to promote your 

Friends of Scouting presentation to 

all of the parents in your Unit.  

“Words to Live By” is the theme of 

this year’s campaign.  There is a base 

goal and a growth goal.  Recognition 

items include free cloth rank badges, 

free merit badges, free pinewood 

derby cars, and more.  The “Support 

a Scout” level is a cool baseball cap. 
 

District Commissioner Comment 

- The most common question that I 

get asked as a District Commissioner 

is “What is a Unit Commissioner and 

why do we need one?” So I thought 

I’d take this opportunity to answer 

that question. 
 

He or She is a volunteer just like you 

who is there to help you keep your 

unit healthy by being an advisor, 

teacher, coach, a conduit of 

information from the District and 

Council and the go-to person with 

questions and concerns. 
 

Your Unit Commissioner is there to 

make sure that you never feel alone 

in your role as a unit volunteer.  So 

the next time you see or hear from 

your Unit Commissioner know that 

he/she is there for you and your 

Unit’s health. 
 

If you don’t know who your Unit 

Commissioner is, or you haven’t 

heard from him/her for a while, give 

me a call. I, and my entire 

Commissioner staff, will do our very 

best to support you. 
 

Susan Meyer 

District Commissioner 
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Great Bear Calendar 
 

February 15th- District Dinner 

February 27th- Klondike Derby 

March 11th- Roundtable Meeting 

April 8th- Roundtable Meeting 
 

Great Bear District Dinner and 

Elections - The District Annual Din-

ner will be February 15th at the Bar-

num United Methodist Church. 

There will be a social hour beginning 

at 6:00PM with dinner being served 

at 6:30PM. After dinner there will be 

an awards ceremony. Please RSVP 

for this dinner by calling Donna at 

the Council Service Center at (218) 

729-5811. For award nomination 

forms and complete details please 

visit the website at www.vac-bsa.org/

districts/greatbear. 
 

The nominating committee of Great 

Bear District will be having elections 

for District officers during the social 

hour before the District Dinner. Any 

and all Charter Organization repre-

sentatives as well as current District 

Committee Members are welcomed 

and encouraged to attend. Sugges-

tions for candidates may be sent to 

Nominating Committee Chair, Steve 

Micke at (218) 390-1161. No nomina-

tions will be accepted from the floor. 
 

Klondike Derby 2010 - Check out 

the details for the 2010 North Star and 

Great Bear Klondike Derby. This 

year’s event will be held on February 

27th at the Cloquet Forestry Center. 

Complete details can be found at 

www.vac-bsa.org/Districts/GreatBear 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS 

FEBRUARY 19TH 
 

1st Annual Cub-O-Ree - This spring 

there will be a brand new event just 

for Cub Scouts. The “Space Adven-

tures” Cub-O-Ree will be a one of a 

kind overnight experience. The com-

plete details are still in the works 

but activities will include games, a 

space derby, movies and so much 

more! Stay tuned! 

   GREAT BEAR 
 
District Chair  Margie Christofferson 

(H) 218-879-4155  

District Commissioner   

  

District Executive  Brandon Town 

(H218-393-9784  (B) 218-729-5811 

E-mail  brtown@vac-bsa.org 

Wah Da Bong Calendar 
 

February 13th- Klondike Derby 

February 25th- Annual District Elections 

March 13th & 20th- Scouting For Food 

March 25th- District Committee Meeting 

March 25th- Roundtable Meeting 

April- 29th- District Committee Meeting 

April 29th- Roundtable Meeting 
 

Klondike Derby 2010 - Check out 

the details for the 2010 Wah Da 

Bong Klondike Derby. This year’s 

event will be held February 13th at 

the Washburn School Forest. Scouts 

are invited to stay out that Friday 

and possibly earn the “Zero Hero 

Award” but this is not required. 

Complete details can be found at 

w w w . v a c - b s a . o r g / d i s t r i c t s /

w a h d a b o n g  R E G I S T R A T I O N 

DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 11TH 
 

Annual District Elections - The 

Nominating Committee of Wah Da 

Bong District will be having elections 

for District officers on February 25th 

at Saron Lutheran Church in 

Ashland. Any and all Charter 

Organization Representatives as well 

as current District Committee 

Members are welcomed and 

encouraged to attend. Suggestions 

for candidates may be sent to 

Nominating Committee Chair, David 

Popelka at (715) 795-4028. No 

nominations will be accepted from 

the floor. 

 

1st Annual Cub-O-Ree - This spring 

there will be a brand new event just 

for Cub Scouts. The “Space 

Adventures” Cub-O-Ree will be a one 

of a kind overnight experience. The 

complete details are still in the 

works but activities will include 

games, a space derby, movies and so 

much more! Stay tuned! 
 

Ski Day - Register now for the Wah 

Da Bong District Ski Day which will 

be Sunday, March 14, at Big 

Powderhorn Mountain in Bessemer.  

This is open to Cub Scouts, Boy 

Scouts and their families.  The cost is 

$30 for skiers which includes lift 

ticket, ski rental, patch and lunch.  

Non-skiers pay $5 for lunch and a 

patch.  Register with the Council 

office no later than March 1. 

WAH DA BONG 
 
District Chairman  Eric Neff 

(C) 608-628-0862   

District Commissioner  Kristen Gilliland 

(H) 715-209-6829  

District Executive  Brandon Town 

218-393-9784  (B) 800-939-5811  

Email:  brtown@vac-bsa.org 

Gitche Gumee Rechartering - On-

time recharter is the first step to-

wards being a Quality Unit.  All Unit 

recharter packets are due in Janu-

ary.  Make sure to get all applica-

tions signed.  If you need any assis-

tance, please contact Jason at jay-

oung@bsamail.org  
 

Spring Popcorn - Earn money for 

your upcoming adventures and sign up 

now!  Sale runs from April 8th-April 

30th.  Show and Deliver/Show and Sell 

popcorn will be available in limited 

quantities.  Register online at 

www.vac-bsa.org, at the Scouting Con-

ference, at Roundtable, or contact Ja-

son at jayoung@bsamail.org now! 
 

Cub Scout Activities 

District Pinewood Derby 

Saturday, April 10th is our District 

Pinewood Derby.  Sign up at 

www.vac-bsa.org 

Boy Scout Activities 

2010 Klondike Derby a Success 

On Saturday January 16th the Gitche 

Gumee District held their Annual 

Klondike Derby.  Thanks to Byron 

Selbrede and all of the great volun-

teers who helped.  There were 7 Pa-

trols who competed and the weather 

(Continued on page 3) 

GITCHE GUMEE 
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February Calendar 

4 Roundtable 

6 Scouting Conference 

8 100th Birthday of Scouting in America 

11 District Recognition Dinner 

20-21 Klondike Derby/ Snowbox Derby 
 

March Calendar 

4 Roundtable 

6 Merit Badge Extravaganza 

11 District Committee Meeting 

13 Merit Badge Extravaganza 

20 Merit Badge Extravaganza 

27 Scouting for Food 
 

April Calendar 

1 Life to Eagle Seminar 

1 Roundtable 

8 District Committee Meeting 

10 Adult Leader Training Extravaganza 

24 Scout Expo 
 

May Calendar 

6 Roundtable 

13 District Committee Meeting 

15 Baloo Training for Packs 

21-23 Spring Camporee 
 

District Recognition Dinner - 

This is our opportunity to get to-

gether and celebrate all the wonder-

ful Scouters and Scouting that has 

taken place over the last year. The 

event is going to be run a little bit 

different this year; dinner is going to 

be optional. A pie social and the 

awards program will run from 

6:30pm-9:00pm, Thursday, February 

11th at the Sawmill Restaurant in 

Virginia. You are invited and encour-

aged to have dinner before the pro-

gram at the Sawmill. 
 

Klondike Derby - You are invited 

to the Sleeping Giant District Klon-

dike Derby and Winter Camporee. 

The Derby activities are scheduled 

for Saturday and ALL Boy Scout 

Troops and Venture Crews are chal-

lenged to a spectacular “Night on the 

Trail” overnight campout! Last year’s 

Klondike set the stage for the 2010, 

100th Anniversary of Scouting Klon-

dike Derby. It’s going to be one of the 

greatest District events ever held! 

True to Klondike form, it will be 

teamwork and skill based competi-

tion. Camp setup and preparation 

begins at 7:00am. 
 

Snowbox Derby - Looking for a 

winter activities program for your 

Cub Scouts? Then come to the Snow-

box Derby! Packs and Dens will con-

struct and race sleds at the Virginia 

Golf Course on Saturday, February 

20th. Registration is set to begin mid 

to late morning and events will con-

clude before dark. For more informa-

tion please see the Voyageurs Area 

Council website: www.vac-bsa.org 
 

Merit Badge Extravaganza - Once 

again Sleeping Giant will be holding 

the Merit Badge Extravaganza! De-

tails are still coming together, but 

this year’s event promises to be even 

more successful than last year’s. So 

mark your calendars for March 6th, 

13th, and 20th to come and earn some 

more merit badges. More information 

will be posted on the Sleeping Giant 

District page on the council website. 
 

Celebrating 100 years of Scout-

ing in America - February 8th 1910- 

William D. Boyce chartered the Boy 

Scouts of America. Fast forward 100 

years and the Boy Scouts of America 

has grown to be the premier youth 

organization in our country. Millions 

of Scouts have come through the pro-

gram, starting with Tiger Cubs and 

working their way through the ranks 

of Cub, Boy, and Venture Scouts. 

There is no more exciting of a time to 

get into Scouting as now; for new 

boys and volunteers, and for new 

District Executives. 
 

I am extremely excited to be the Dis-

trict Executive for Sleeping Giant. I 

come from a strong Scouting back-

ground beginning as a Tiger down in 

Bayport, MN. I remember the night I 

entered Scouting; we were watching 

the news and they had a segment 

about registration night. I told my 

parents I wanted to join, and from 

that point on Scouting took a signifi-

cant place in my life. I ascended 

through the ranks, as my peers left 

the program I spent nine summers as 

camp staff at Tomahawk Scout Res-

ervation, and one as staff at Florida 

Sea Base. The opportunities that 

Scouting provided me could never be 

eclipsed by the allure of other activi-

ties. I did leave my troop during 

those “rebellious years” and started a 

Venture Crew with my fellow camp 

staff; Venture Crew 1910 to com-

memorate the birth of American 

scouting, where I earned my Eagle 

Scout Award. The significance of 

starting my professional career dur-

ing the 100th anniversary of the BSA 

is something I will never forget. 
 

My predecessor, Matt Bisbee, has 

many wonderful things to say about 

the volunteers and scouts of Sleeping 

Giant District. And in my first two 

weeks on the job I have been able to 

SLEEPING GIANT 
 
District Chair  Jace Tramontin 

(H) 218-263-5541  (B) 218-262-0497 

District Commissioner  

 

District Executive  Jacob McKean 

(B) 218-591-9181 

E-mail: jmckean@vac-bsa.org 

was great! 
 

1st Aid Merit Badge Coming Up 

Stay tuned to www.vac-bsa.org for 

registration materials.  This course is 

limited to the first 20 Boy Scouts. 
 

Day Camp 

Sign up for day camp!  Gitche Gumee 

dates are Saturday July 17th and 

Sunday July 18th.  Day Camp will be 

at Camp Newman.  This year’s 

theme is “Celebrating the Adven-

ture”. 
 

Friends of Scouting – Words to 

Live By - Make sure to promote your 

Friends of Scouting presentation to 

all of the parents in your Unit.  

“Words to Live By” is the theme of 

this year’s campaign.  There is a base 

goal and a growth goal.  Recognition 

items include free cloth rank badges, 

free merit badges, free pinewood 

derby cars, and more.  The “Support 

a Scout” level is a cool baseball cap. 



February 

February 11th – Pepfest @ Calvary 

Lutheran Church in Bemidji.   All 

ADULT LEADERS/VOLUNTEERS 

are invited!  See you there 7:00 pm! 
 

February 20th and 21st –Paul Bunyan 

and Appelget “Race Alaska” Klondike 

Derby.  Come and Enjoy yourself for 

a weekend of WINTER FUN @ the 

100th Year Anniversary KLONDIKE! 

It will be held at Bemidji State Park.  

Webelos are also invited and encour-

aged to attend as long as they go as a 

part of a Troop.  Talk to Donna at the 

council office for Registration and 

More information. 
 

March 

March 11th-Pepfest Calvary Lu-

theran Church in Bemidji.   All 

ADULT LEADERS/VOLUNTEERS 

are invited!  See you there 7:00 pm! 
 

March 16th- District Swim night.  

Held at the Bemidji High School 

Pool.  Cost is $3 per child/adult and 

swim begins at 5:00pm.  All Scouts, 

along with their family (parents and 

siblings) are invited to attend.  

Scouts headed off to Summer Camp 

will have the opportunity to pass  

their swim test early! 
 

March 20th – Scouting for Food Dis-

tribution.   Each year Scouting 

groups collect thousands of pounds of 

food for the community.  This is an 

opportunity for Scouts and Scouters 

to be involved in a community food 

drive.  Coordinate with your local 

unit on how you would like to help 

serve the local food banks by collect-

ing food for the hungry. 
 

PAUL BUNYAN 
 
District Chair  Bob Woodke  

(H)  218-444-9546 (B) 218-759-1673  

District Commissioner   Bill Weis 

(H) 218-751-9296 

District Executive  

February 

February 9th – Roundtable held at 

United Methodist Church in Grand 

Rapids.   All ADULT LEADERS/

VOLUNTEERS are invited!  See 

you there 6:30 pm! 
 

February 20th and 21st –Paul Bun-

yan and Appelget “Race Alaska” 

Klondike Derby.  Come and Enjoy 

yourself for a weekend of WINTER 

FUN @ the 100th Year Anniversary 

KLONDIKE! It will be held at 

Bemidji State Park.  Webelos are 

also invited and encouraged to at-

tend as long as they go as a part of a 

Troop.  Talk to Donna at the council 

office for Registration and more in-

formation. 
 

March 

March 9th – Roundtable held at 

United Methodist Church in Grand 

Rapids.   All ADULT LEADERS/

VOLUNTEERS are invited!  See 

you there 6:30 pm! 
 

March 20th-Scouting for Food Distri-

bution.  Each year Scouting groups 

collect thousands of pounds of food 

for the community.  This is an op-

portunity for Scouts and Scouters to 

be involved in a community food 

drive.  Coordinate with your local 

unit on how you would like to help 

serve the local food banks by collect-

ing food for the hungry. 
 

March 27Th-Scouting for Food Pick-

up 

APPELGET 
 
District Chair 
  
District Commissioner    Rick Barta 

(H) 218-326-1547 

District Executive  

 

witness much of this for myself. I 

have felt very welcomed and sup-

ported by the folks I have worked 

with so far. I look forward to working 

with everyone as time goes by and 

more opportunities present them-

selves. 
 

However, I hold no illusions about 

the job ahead, and no one else should 

either. There is a lot of work to be 

done to maintain the quality of 

Scouting in Sleeping Giant. Units are 

dropping and we have lost over 20% 

of our Scouts from this time last 

year. The hard times in Scouting is 

merely a reflection of the hard times 

faced in everyday life. But Scouting 

is not a sports team or a business 

that is at the mercy of the economy. 

The Boy Scouts is built about princi-

pals of character and citizenship. As 

we work to strengthen and restore 

Scouting across the District we will 

see the positive impacts on our fami-

lies and communities. Just as the 

unknown Sscout guided William D. 

Boyce through that London fog over 

one hundred years ago, Scouting can 

aid in righting the ship during these 

tough times. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me 

for any issue you may be facing, for 

information you may need, or just to 

chat. My door is always open. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jake McKean, District Executive 

(218)591.9181 cell 



February Calendar 

6 Scouting Conference 

8 100th Birthday of Scouting in America 

20-21 Sleeping Giant Klondike Derby/ Snow-

box Derby 

 

March Calendar 

6 Council Recognition Dinner 

9 District Recognition Dinner 

 

April Calendar 

13 Roundtable 

17 Scout Expo/Derby 

 

May Calendar 

11 Program Planning Roundtable 
 

Klondike Derby - You are invited 

to the Sleeping Giant District Klon-

dike Derby and Winter Camporee. 

The Derby activities are scheduled 

for Saturday and ALL Boy Scout 

Troops and Venture crews are chal-

lenged to a spectacular “Night on the 

Trail” overnight campout! Last year’s 

Klondike set the stage for the 2010, 

100th Anniversary of Scouting Klon-

dike Derby. It’s going to be one of the 

greatest District events ever held! 

True to Klondike form, it will be 

teamwork and skill based competi-

tion. Camp setup and preparation 

begins at 7:00am. 
 

District Recognition Dinner - 

This is our opportunity to get to-

gether and celebrate all the wonder-

ful Scouters and Scouting that has 

taken place over the last year. Event 

details will be posted on the North 

Border District page on the Council 

website as they develop. 
 

Celebrating 100 years of Scout-

ing in America - February 8th 1910- 

William D. Boyce chartered the Boy 

Scouts of America. Fast forward 100 

years and The Boy Scouts of America 

has grown to be the premier youth 

organization in our country. Millions 

of Scouts have come through the pro-

gram, starting with Tiger Cubs and 

working their way through the ranks 

of Cub, Boy, and Venture Scouts. 

There is no more exciting of a time to 

get into Scouting as now; for new 

boys and volunteers, and for new 

District Executives. 
 

I am extremely excited to be the Dis-

trict Executive for North Border, I 

can’t wait to spend some time up in 

the woods and on the water. I come 

from a strong Scouting background 

beginning as a Tiger down in Bay-

port, MN. I remember the night I 

entered Scouting; we were watching 

the news and they had a segment 

about registration night. I told my 

parents I wanted to join, and from 

that point on Scouting took a signifi-

cant place in my life. I ascended 

through the ranks, as my peers left 

the program. I spent nine summers 

as camp staff at Tomahawk Scout 

Reservation, and one as staff at Flor-

ida Sea Base. The opportunities that 

Scouting provided me could never be 

eclipsed by the allure of other activi-

ties. I did leave my Ttroop during 

those “rebellious years” and started a 

Venture Crew with my fellow camp 

staff; Venture Crew 1910 to com-

memorate the birth of American 

Scouting, where I earned my Eagle 

Scout Award. The significance of 

starting my professional career dur-

ing the 100th anniversary of the BSA 

is something I will never forget. 
 

My predecessor, Matt Bisbee, has 

many wonderful things to say about 

the volunteers and Scouts of North 

Border District. And in my first two 

weeks on the job I have been able to 

witness much of this for myself. I 

have felt very welcomed and sup-

ported by the folks I have worked 

with so far. I look forward to working 

with everyone as time goes by and 

more opportunities present them-

selves. 
 

However, I hold no illusions about 

the job ahead, and no one else should 

either. There is a lot of work to be 

done to maintain the quality of 

Scouting in North Border. The two 

largest communities have Scouting 

opportunities for the youth, but there 

are boys living in rural areas without 

that opportunity. Regardless of what 

community they are from, volunteers 

and parents are faced with time com-

mitment challenges. It’s not easy, but 

my goal is to try and make it a bit 

easier. The hard times in Scouting is 

merely a reflection of the hard times 

faced in everyday life. But Scouting 

is not a sports team or a business 

that is at the mercy of the economy. 

The Boy Scouts is built about princi-

pals of character and citizenship. As 

we work to strengthen and restore 

Scouting across the District we will 

see the positive impacts on our fami-

lies and communities. Just as the 

unknown Scout guided William D. 

Boyce through that London fog over 

one hundred years ago, Scouting can 

aid in righting the ship during these 

tough times. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me 

for any issue you may be facing, for 

information you may need, or just to 

chat. My door is always open. 
 

Sincerely, 

Jake McKean, District Executive 

(218)591.9181 cell 

jmckean@vac-bsa.org 

NORTH BORDER 
 
District Chairman Lois Averill  

(H) 218-285-7604  (B) 218-285-7550 

District Commissioner  Julie Joslyn 

(H) 218-286-5636  (B) 218-283-9477 

District Executive  Jacob McKean 

(H) 218-591-9181   (B) 800-939-5811 

E-mail: jmckean@vac-bsa.org 


